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Education and Training 
Boards (ETBs) 

• ETBs are statutory local education 
authorities which have responsibility for 
education and training, youth work and a 
range of other statutory functions.

• ETBs manage and operate second-level 
schools, further education colleges, 
community national schools and a range 
of adult and further education centres, 
delivering education and training 
programmes



Education and Training 
Boards Ireland (ETBI)
An association established to 
collectively represent Ireland’s sixteen 
education and training boards and 
promote their interests.
Provides supports and services to the 
ETBs





Mission Statement and Aims

The Digital Library of ETBI will 
provide a user-focused 
service to assist in the 
fulfilment of ETBI’s support of 
learning and teaching in the 
ETB FET sector.

Be useful and trusted 
resource to learners and staff
Be a “one-stop shop” for 
resources (public and private)
Shared space
Showcase and promote the 
work of the sector



Why a Website?
Can’t simply supply resources with no guidance on how to use them 
“Instructionally robust”
Resource information
How to search
How to reference
How to avoid plagiarism
Planning assignments
….





FET Digital Library Website

Academic library content
Aimed at FET learners
Reference material/information
Subject guides
Tutorials
Resources



Some Sections



Some numbers

• Live March 2020
• 60+ Sections
• 450+ public pages
• 1000+ links to useful websites 

and resources
• 2000 - 4000 page views per 

week



Library Resources

Suitability
Cost

FTE not users
Authentication

Mixed content – not just scholarly literature
Promoting free/open/sectoral resources



Raising the Intellectual Footprint of the 
Sector



The Good and The…

Undiscovered Country
Introducing libraries to the FET 
conversation
Swiss Army Knife Library
Making a Difference

Size
Speed 
Engagement
Evangelising 





ETBI FET 
Digital 
Library

CMETB
CETB

CDETB

DETB

DDLETB

GRETB

KETB

KWETB
KCETB

LOETB

LCETB

LWETB

LMETB

MSLETB

TETB

WWETBOne ETBI providing 
resources to 16 ETBs



Making a Difference: Efficiency



Making a Difference: Economies of Scale

One central resource that 16 ETBs 
can draw on. 

Nationally rolled-out ELC course in 
14 ETBs. Would all 14 ETBs (have 
to) buy these resources?  



Making a Difference: Connecting the Sector



Making a Difference: Sharing Resources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
English Writing Tips Moodle course (GRETB)
Voltage drop calculator for craft electrical apprentices (Cork ETB)
Adult literacy resources from Tipperary ETB
IT resources (Donegal ETB) 
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