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Thesis

åInformation wants to be freeæ but big 
companies use copyright and technology to 
control access to knowledge (and culture) 
without really caring about its value. 

To provide fair and equitable access to 
information, libraries must adopt open 
practices wherever possible.  





What is åOpenæ? 

Fair and 
equitable access 

to knowledge
Transparent Collaborative

Shared Accessible
Disseminated 

freely and 
widely



OPEN

Access Publishing

Data

Educational Resources

Source Software

Policies



Open is or should beÜ

A business model 

A philosophy

Not just about publishing

_____________________

An advocacy point (rallying call)

A policy requirement

















Clarivate 
Alternatives

Ex-Libris/Innovative

ProQuest

ProQuest eBooks

EndNote

EndNoteClick 
   
 

Koha

Sci-Hub/STC-Nexus

OpenTextbooksÜ

Zotero

UnPaywall/Open 
Access Button



Elsevier 
Alternatives

Science Direct

Mendelay

Digital Commons

PlumX

 
   
  

Sci-Hub/STC-Nexus

Zotero

dSpace

Figshare/Altmetric



Do not put all your library 
eggs in one basket

Using open-source products 
can ease pressure on library 

budgets 





First to realise that academics 

were an untapped source of free 

labour

Made his fortune from academic 

publishing

 





Open Access Publishing

Green -  Preprint

Gold ς Pay to Publish (Article 
Processing Charge [APC])

Bronze ς It just is, right.

Diamond ς No APC





By restricting access to 
research, learned and 
academic societies go 

against their mission and 
values 





ά¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ 
ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎέ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

transformative



Corporate Publishers have Captured (Gold) OA 

ωThey favour larger publishers

ωThey disadvantage researchers: 

ωat smaller, less well-funded institutions

ωfrom developing countries

ωincentivise researchers to publish in library/institutionally subsidised 
journals

Transformative agreements reinforce the status quo

Gold OA encourages shenanigans











Do we really need commercial publishers?













Diamond OA is probably 
the least worse way 

forward for now















Librarians need to 
promote OERs (and lead 

by example)





Controlled Digital Lending - Library Futures 
Coalition

Libraries digitise materials in their collections

Make them available for lending

One hard copy = one digital loan (åowned to loanedæ)

Loaned for limited period of time

DRM to prevent redistribution

More accessible to visually impaired

Based on principles of fair use and copyright exhaustion



Non profit digital library offering 
free universal access to digital 
collections including websites, 
software applications, music, 
audiovisual and print materials

Wayback Machine ã archived 
versions of websites

   



Hatchette vs Internet Archive

National Emergency Library during Covid lockdown

Controlled Digital Lending of books owned by Internet Archive and partner libraries

Publishers sue on basis on 127 copyrighted titles used

Statutory damages could be ì150,000 per work 

Destruction of all Internet Archive digitised books



ά.ƛƎ 
/ƻƴǘŜƴǘέ



Digital Millenium Copyright Act

Passed in 1998

!ƭƭƻǿǎ άǎŀŦŜ ƘŀǊōƻǳǊέ ŦƻǊ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ tǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ

Automated copyright infringement detection bots

Bans the circumvention of digital copy-protection technologies 





In the digital age, purchase 
is not ownership.

Open means owning the 
product and the data and 
being free to share them

 









Generative AI is a tool that 
might enhance efficiency and 
productivity. It cannot replace 
creativity, critical thinking and 

other human factors
  



In the age of generative 
!LΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

training data





Something can be 
good or useful to 
an individual. That 
does not make it 
good or useful to 
society











Generative AI will 
enshittify the web  








